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 IDA SUE SCHOOL/NICK AMSTER WORKSHOP  
266 Oldman Road, Wooster, Ohio  330/345-6016 
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  The Wayne County Board of MR/DD celebrated 
its 50th Anniversary on July 17, 2005.  
Approximately 350 people came to reminisce and 
share their experiences about the program and its 
development.  Julia Fishelson, Dr. Morris Dixon, 
and Dr. Bill Lytle shared stories about how the 
program started back in July of 1955.   
  In addition, to continue the tradition of a strong 
history, three dedications were held.  A plaque 
containing the names of past and present board 
members was dedicated in memory of James 
Kanehl, a Board member from 1996 to 2001.  Also 
dedicated was a flagpole in memory of Julia 
Bogner and the Wooster Rotary Club. The Hewitt 
Cowles Pavilion was the final dedication to honor 
the memory of Hewitt, a long time employee of the 
Nick Amster Workshop.   
  The day was complete with story telling, 
reminiscing, and refreshments.  �

BENEFIT AUCTION 
Ida Sue School & Nick Amster Workshop 

6th Annual Benefit Auction 
Saturday, October 8, 2005  
beginning at 10:00 A.M. 

Kidron Auction, Sprunger Building 
 
   Amish made furniture including: oak 
mission coffee table, oak bedroom suit, 
oak jelly cupboard, oak corner curio, oak 
student roll top desk, cedar chest, oak bar 
stools, hickory rocker, and oak sofa 
cabinet. 
   Other items including: new 6 hp. Briggs 
and Stratton engine, croquet set, oak 
engraved pen set, Fenton glass angel, 
rounds of golf, golf shoes, children’s toys, 
stuffed animals, theme baskets, and many 
other miscellaneous items large and small.      
We will also be auctioning a Cathedral 
Clock named best of show at the Wayne 
County Fair in 2005. 
   The event also includes a drawing for an 
Amish made quilt, chicken barbeque, bake 
sale, and lunch stand. 
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  The Wayne County Board of Mental 
Retardation and Developmental 
Disabilities purchased two new 66-
passenger buses that were put into service 
in September.  These larger buses provide 
more space and an air brake system.  It is 
our anticipation that the larger buses will 
result in more effective and efficient 
transportation for our folks. 

� � � � � � � ���� � � �� �� � � � � � � ���� � � �� �� � � � � � � ���� � � �� �� � � � � � � ���� � � �� � �
  The Wayne County Board of MR/DD is 
instituting a new Medicaid program that 
became effective on July 1, 2005.  The Day 
Habilitation program means assistance with 
acquisition, retention, and improvement in 
self-help, socialization, and adaptive skills 
which take place in a non-residential 
setting, separate from any home or facility 
in which an individual resides.  Services 
shall normally be made available four or 
more hours per day on a regularly 
scheduled basis, for one or more days per 
week unless provided as an adjunct to other 
day activities included in an individual’s 
service. 
  Day Habilitation services shall focus on 
enabling the individual to attain or 
maintain his or her maximum functional 
level.  
  We are all working to adjust to the new 
Medicaid program that will enable us to 
continue to provide quality services to the 
individuals served by the Wayne County 
Board of MR/DD  
 

NEW FACES AMONG US 
We have been busy hiring additional staff over 
the past few months.  The following are the new 
faces we have in the program.  We welcome 
each of our new employees to the Wayne County 
Board of Mental Retardation and Developmental 
Disabilities. 
 
Misty Parks 
Physical Therapy Assistant  
Nick Amster Workshop 
 
 

Jessica McMillan  
Speech Therapist 
Ida Sue School 

 
 
Leann Hamey  
Speech Therapist 
Early Intervention Program 
 
 
 

Tina Oliver  
Intervention Specialist      
Daily Living Skills 

 
 
Sheri Milanese  
Intervention Specialist  
Intermediate Level 
 
 

Don Rammel 
Therapeutic Recreation 
Specialist 

 
 
 

Tonya Myrda 
Bus Aide 

 
 
Lisa Strausbaugh, Bus Aide  
Amy Stormer, Substitute Bus Aide 
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MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT 
 
With the input of many and the hard work of the employees of the Wayne County Board of MR/DD 
we have accomplished much in 2005.  We are continuing to work to meet the individual needs of 
each enrollee in the most effective and efficient manner possible.  Soon individuals, parents, and 
community members will be receiving an annual survey to complete.  The survey provides an 
opportunity for you to provide input about suggested additions, and modifications that we can make 
to the program to enhance services to those we serve.  It also provides an opportunity for you to 
evaluate services provided by the Wayne County Board of MR/DD.  Information from the surveys is 
used to develop the Annual Plan.  The Annual Plan is the working document used to operate the 
program during the calendar year.  The input that we received in the past led to the accomplishment 
of a five-year “Best Practices”  Accreditation.  This is the highest level of accreditation available in 
the State of Ohio.  We can be proud of our accomplishments but we must continue to look forward 
and work toward ensuring quality services for everyone.   
 

50 Years of Services 

5 Year  " Best Practices"  Program Accreditation 
 
   
 
 

 


