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Hi.  I am Amy Hostetler. This year I work with the five year olds teaching the 
five  day preschool. Some of the things we do in the 5 day preschool are getting them ready 

for kindergarten by working on our colors, letters, letter sounds, then going into beginning and end-
ing sounds of words and lastly working on sight words to help them learn to read. We also work on 
counting objects, counting to 30, recognizing numbers and learning how we use numbers every 
day.  For instance, we learn our phone numbers, addresses, and we learn to count money.  We learn 
our six basic shapes then move on to more difficult shapes such as cylinder, cone, cube, hexagon 
and others.  When we read stories at circle time, I point out the rhyming words, sequence of the 
story and we use any repetition the story may 
have for the children to learn in that fashion. 

Here is a typical week at preschool: 
Monday involves music, gym, snack, circle 
time and working on our new letter of the 
week and the new sight word. Tuesday 
through Friday they arrive, have free play, 
circle time, snack, activity time where we do 
learning centers, gross motor activity in the 
gym, lunch, nap, and fine motor activity time 
before boarding the busses. 

The week during St Patrick’s Day 
the children did a leprechaun hunt in which 
we started in the classroom and followed 
little green foot prints down the hallway. 
When we came to the first color of the rain-
bow, the children would tell me the color, then we spelled the color and continued to follow the 
footprints to the next color. After we got to purple, there was a full rainbow and at the end of the 
rainbow was a pot of gold jell-o cubes for every child and a leprechaun poster. Also that day, the 
children enjoyed mixing yellow and blue finger paint to make green paint for their paper shamrock, 
found gold coins mixed with corn and beans in the sensory table, threw bean bags into a pot of 
gold, ripped paper of all the colors of the rainbow to glue on a paper rainbow, painted an Irish flag, 
learned what each color meant, and made a St Patrick book.  In the book, the children answered 
questions such as “What plant symbolizes St Patrick’s day?” , “What is the Leprechaun’s treas-
ure?” , “What did St Patrick banish from Ireland?” , “A leprechaun’s treasure is hidden at the end of 
a??” , “What musical instrument is a symbol of Ireland?” , and “ In what country did St Patrick live 
most of his life?”  
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HAPPY RETIREMENT—PATTI  DOLGES 
 Pat t i grew up in New Madr id, Missour i, a small 
town on the Mississippi r iver . After  receiving her  Bache-
lor ’s and Master ’s degree in Speech Language Pathology 
at  Murray State University in  Murray, Kentucky,  Pat t i 
moved to Orrvil le in  January of 1975.  
 She was hired as a speech pathologist  at  the Ida 
Sue School in  September of 1975. At  that  t ime, the 
school-aged students were grouped into “Community 
Classes.” Pat t i saw these classes every day for  th ir ty 
minu te speech language sessions. When Steve All ison 
was h ired as Super intendent, Pat t i st i l l  saw classes for  
group speech and saw some students for  individual and 
small group speech therapy.  For  near ly 25 years, Pat t i 
has also done speech therapy with the pre-school pro-
grams. 
 In 1975, there were no computers or  programs such as Boardmaker. Pat t i and 
Genie Johnston, another  speech language therapist , hand colored all of the pictu res 
that  were used on communicat ion boards. There were no communicat ion devices back  
then and mimeograph machines were used to make copies. 
 As the Prenk te-Romich Company developed communicat ion devices, they became 
available to the students at  Ida Sue School. It  was so excit ing to work  on Intro-Talker , 
Alpha-Talkers, the Liberator , Vanguard, Vantage and Spr ingboard devices with the stu -
dents. 
 Sign language paired with verbalizat ion was incorporated into everyth ing done by 
speech therapy. Then Pictu re Exchange Communicat ion came along which many of the 
Ida Sue School students now use as a means of communicat ion. 
 “I can’t  th ink  of a greater  place to work . The teachers, therapists, teacher  assis-
tant  and administrators have been great  to work  with. Their  dedicat ion and commitment  
to the students is fantast ic. They all care deeply abou t the students and families,” said 
Patt i. “There is a season for  everyth ing. My 36 years have been terr ific, bu t  it  is t ime to 
move on to other  th ings.” 
 Pat t i ’s two daughters are both marr ied and live ou t  of state. Her  oldest , Lar issa, is 
marr ied to Andrew, a nat ive of Ireland. They reside in Berk ley, CA. Her  youngest  daugh-
ter , Andrea, is marr ied to Noah. They have two children, Daniel, almost  six years old 
and Maia Rose, near ly fou rs years of age. They live 20 miles sou th of Gettysburg, PA. 
 “Needless to say, spending more t ime with the k ids and grandk ids will be par t  of 
my ret irement plans. Qu ilt ing, reading a good book , and walk ing my English Spr inger  
Spaniel wil l be enjoyed. Gett ing involved with my church’s act ivit ies for  ret irees will also 
be pursued. I’m sure there are plenty of volunteer  oppor tunit ies if one looks,” Pat t i 
noted. 
 Best  of luck  to Pat t i in  her  ret irement.  We wish her  well! 
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SSA DEPARTMENT PROFILE—MARY ALICE TROYER 
  I star ted as a bus dr iver  in  December of 1984. I had only had my bus dr iver ’s l i-
cense for  one day when I stopped in to see if Ida Sue/ Nick  Amster  needed any sub bus 
dr ivers.  At  that  t ime, there were only 15 other  dr ivers and no one had ever  heard of an 
aide.  I signed on and took  the Mt. Eaton rou te.  Talk  abou t how t imes have changed, Fred 
and Jack  pu t  a seat  belt  in  the bus for  me so I cou ld strap my daughter  Er in ’s (age 11 
months!) car  seat  in to one of the seats and take her  with me on the rou te.  I don’t  know 
that  I have ever  had so much fun doing a “job”.   While dr iving, I subbed in all the depar t-
ments, including for  Lor i Burkhar t  at  the workshop desk , hardly able to type bu t  boy was I 
good at  answer ing the phone!  In 1995, we opened the 2nd workshop at  Henry Street  and I 
went from the bus garage to the office, work ing with the workshop and with Case Manage-
ment.  It  has t ru ly been like work ing with a family. I have so loved th is place and feel very 
much at  home. I count it  a great  pr ivilege to be work ing with and for  the folks around me.  
I’ve always said they will have to k ick  me ou t  when the t ime comes, bu t  then I became a 
Grandma!  My husband, Randy, and I became Parent-in-Laws in 2009 when Er in marr ied 
Ryan, and then a year  later  we got  to be Grandparents – and isn’t  it  grand.  Kate is a joy to 
be around.  In November, we get  to do it  again!    If you ’ve known me for  any length of 
t ime, you  likely realize that  I don’t  know any shor t  stor ies….maybe I cou ld wr ite a ser ies of 
ar t icles for  the update…..I have so much to say!  Thanks for  l istening.        ~ Mary Alice�

BUSSING BEAUTIES AND BUDDIES RELAY TEAM  
 The Bussi ng Beaut i es and Buddies Relay  Team  star ted ou t  slow th is year , bu t  we 
have picked up the pace and are gear ing up for  the Relay for  Life Hawaiian Luau  Celebra-
t ion on June 3 rd &  4 th at  Wooster  High School’s “Foll is Field” beginning at  5:30 pm (rain or  
shine). 
 Our  first  fundraiser , a hanging basket  and tomato plant  sale organized by Ru th Ann 
Linder , was held on Satu rday, May 7 th .  The plant  sale generated $400 towards our  goal.  
Great  job, Ru th Ann!  Also on May 7 th, we held our  Second Annual Cake Auct ion in the 
Nick  Amster  Workshop.  J im &  Sheryl Smith were our  auct ioneers, Cheryl Knote was our  
cashier , and everyone did an excellent  job!   We had a great  select ion of cakes, muffins, 
cinnamon rolls, and baskets.  Our  h ighest  item, a Chocolate and Peanu t Bu t ter  Cake 
made by Sheryl Smith, went for  $65.  When the bidding was over , we had raised another  
$803 towards our  goal!   A big “Thank  You” to everyone who par t icipated in these fund-
raisers!  They were a lot  of fun.  We wou ld l ike to say a special “Thank  you” to Pat  Fisher  
and Jennifer  Temple for  pu t t ing together  a couple of baskets to raffle off. These baskets 
earned another  $183 for  ou r  team.   
 To date, we have raised a total of $2,131, which includes fundraisers, registrat ions 
and donat ions. We are also sell ing cookbooks for  $15 and will be raffl ing an appliqué Relay 
for  Life qu ilt .  We are st i l l  accept ing registrat ion forms for  team members and donat ions 
are always appreciated.  Our goal th is year  is to earn $3,500 with all proceeds going to the 
Amer ican Cancer  Society! 
 Thank  you  to everyone for  your  suppor t .  Come join the fun!  Let ’s find a Cure for  
ALL CANCERS!  Cindy Mairs and Tonja Myrda, Co-Captains 
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It  seems like the only topic of conversat ion in the past  year  has been the state of the econ-
omy and the impact  of the state biennium budget.  These topics are very important  and 
they will cer tain ly have an impact  on the Wayne County Board of Developmental Disabil i-
t ies in the fu tu re.  We cannot predict  or  control what may happen when the final state bi-
ennium budget is approved in the next  month bu t  we will cont inue to follow our  mission 
and provide the best  possible services to the Wayne County community. 
 
We often lose focus on what it  is we are t ru ly here to do when such big issues take the 
forefront  so I wanted to take an oppor tunity to commend all staff for  your  dedicat ion and 
hard work  given every day.  What you  do to improve the lives of the people we serve is 
pr iceless.  Your  selflessness and hear t felt  compassion for  ou r  individuals defines what the 
Ida Sue School and Nick  Amster  Workshop is all abou t.  Keep up the good work ! 

 
 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Monday, May 30, 2011—Memor ial Day Program Closed 
Thursday, June 2, 2011—Last day for  Ida Sue School students 

Monday, Ju ly 4, 2011—Independence Day Program Closed 
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