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“Get Back  to the Basics” is often heard to-
day when think ing of education.   This in-
cludes learn ing let ters, numbers, words, 
colors, shapes, weather, an imals, cu l-
tu res, people and of cou rse, t ime.  Tick , 
tock , t ick , tock . Is it  analog or  digital?  It  
is t ime to get  to the basics when edu-
cat ing students in  the pr imary grades.  
This is also the t ime when new teach-
ers develop 

their  sk ills to meet 
the needs of their  students.  

Our newest teacher, or  In tervention 
Specialist , is Ashley O’Br ien.  In  the Pr imary 
B classroom, Ashley helps the students 
learn their  numbers and letters, and also to 
recognize basic words.  The students also 
learn abou t tel ling t ime.  This is a sk ill  that  
is usefu l throughou t the student ’s li fe.  As 
requ ired, students learn the content  stan-
dard areas of language arts, math, science 
and social studies.  They also learn appropr iate funct ional self-help 
and daily l iving sk ills such as teeth brushing, greet ing fr iends, food 
preparat ion and clean up. 
 Ashley lives in  Strasburg with her k it ten named Daisy.  She 
wil l  be get t ing marr ied next  October.  Ashley l ikes volleyball, singing 
and reading mystery novels.  She advises each student to t ry their  
best  everyday, and have fun. 
 Dar in  Ju lien helps Ashley achieve these goals in  the class-
room. He is the classroom aide, and helps to keep th ings running 
smoothly.  Dar in  l ives in  Wooster, bu t  was born in  Michigan.  He 
loves it  when students study the colors of blue and gold.  Dar in  en-
joys playing the piano and wr it ing songs, and has appeared many 
t imes in  the Ida Sue School talent  show.  
 Welcome to Ashley, and thank  you , Dar in , for  the great  work  
you  do with ou r students. 
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RED LOBSTER TREAT  
 Some enrollees at  the Oldman Road workshop had an excit ing day on Monday, December 
6th. The Wooster Red Lobster  restau rant  contacted Superintendent Dave Ashley and invited a total 
of ten adu lts and staff to receive a free meal at  their  establishment in  an effor t  to recognize those 
who su ffer  from developmental disabili t ies.  
 Bob Swisher (Act ivit ies/ Product ion Manager) figu red ou t  who to ask abou t going on the field 
t r ip, and Stephanie Tate (Workshop Secretary) verified who had signed permission slips for  field 
t r ips so that  all permissions were in  place. When Mara Kaugers (SLP) heard abou t this adventu re, 
she volunteered to at tend so that  she cou ld assist  with  any meal preparat ion. Her knowledge of 
swallowing precau tions for  each individual at tending added an extra layer of safety.  
 The folks selected represent  a cross sect ion of ou r adu lt  popu lat ion and they conducted 
themselves in  exemplary fashion while in  public. Five adu lts from the fou r teams in  Area 5 were 
selected; two from Area 4; two from seniors and one from Area 2. The individuals selected included 
Wayne, Becky, Tim, Matt , Gary, Wilford, Buddy, Melissa, Samantha and Melanie. Melanie had to 
miss the t r ip due to basketball pract ice. Tammy Despoy, Adu lt  Services Activity Aide, also at tended 
the event  with  the individuals so we actually had eleven total people instead of ten. The hostess 
said it  did not  matter  and that  every meal wou ld be taken care of by the restau rant .  
 Tammy sk il l fu l ly piloted the people mover with  Mara and Bob assist ing in  loading and 
unloading individuals.  
 One of the seniors remarked that  he wou ld remember this day for  the rest  of his li fe. He had 
never been taken to Red Lobster  before. All Red Lobster  staff made everyone feel r ight  at home and 
went above and beyond to ensu re that  all adu lt  individuals had a dining experience to remember.  
Specifically, Autumn and Jason knocked themselves ou t  refil l ing dr inks, br inging more delicious 
biscu its and check ing to see if everyone’s food was proper ly prepared. Red Lobster  displayed a 
touch of class by allowing all individuals to select  anyth ing on the regu lar  menu . This is awesome 
as many t imes du r ing events like this, the menu  wil l  be pared down.  
 The workshop staff and enrollees wou ld like to express their  deep appreciat ion for  Red Lob-
ster ’s generosity and thoughtfu lness toward the individuals that  we serve.  

 

ENROLLEE PROFILE—JOSH REAM 
I have had a marvelous t ime over the last  year. I have worked hard th is year and changed a lot  
abou t  myself. All of these changes have been for  the bet ter  and I have a great  at t i tude abou t my 
fu tu re. When I was feeling discou raged abou t th ings, I learned that  I have a great  support  system 
who has been there to help me get  through the rough t imes and remind me of the goals I had set  
for  myself. I have been really act ive in  not  only my work  bu t  my community. I am a part  of the Spe-
cial Olympic basketball and softball teams with Nick  Amster and now I am a part  of the Special 
Olympic Midwest  bowling team as well. I have also been doing a lot of long of long distance run-
n ing and ran six 10K races. This has helped me a lot  stay focused and to keep myself under con-
t rol. When I am running, it  gives me a lot  of t ime to th ink . Bu t  the best  news is, I am now moving 
in to my own apartment as I was approved for Metro housing after  work ing really hard to reach this 
goal of l iving on my own. I signed the lease and picked up my key on December 2nd. It  took  me 5 
years to get  to th is point . It  is a very excit ing t ime for  me to finally get  here. I want to thank  Self-
Reliance staff, Midwest  Innovat ions staff, and Tom Rickels for  support ing me and helping me.  I 
wou ld also l ike to thank  Kr is Bu rr is, Wayne County Board of DD Service Coordinator , for  going 
above and beyond the call of du ty.  She is an awesome coordinator  and has been there to talk  or  
just  check  on me.  My grandmother has also been a huge inspirat ion and help. I just  want every-
one to know that  it  takes hard work  to reach you r goals bu t  if you  pu t  you r mind to it  and t ry 
really hard, you  can do anyth ing; nothing is impossible.  In  a Chr ist ian song I know, the singer 
says nothing is impossible and I believe that  it  is t rue.  Look  at  what I have done in  the last  year.   
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WORKSHOP ENDS THE YEAR 
WITH A FLURRY OF ACTIVITIES! 
The workshop ended the year with  a blizzard 
of musical performances. First  up was the 
arr ival of Santa and Mrs. Claus on Decem-
ber 10th followed by the Wooster High 
School Jazz Choir  under the direct ion of 
Amy Gilbert . They sang several Holiday fa-
vor ites with  a Jazz twist . The Smithville 
Choralet tes and Debonaires came next  and 
pu t  on a terr ific musical performance that  
included choreography and finely tuned har-
monies with crowd pleasing songs. Right  be-
fore ou r break , the Tr iway Show Choir  came and dazzled the adu lts with  a splendid performance 
singing both sacred and secu lar  Chr istmas music. They were very good and really wowed the au -
dience. On ou r last  day of 2010, the Dalton High School Choralat ions and Jazz Band knocked 

everyone ou t  with  a stupendous concert  that 
lasted more than an hour. Both Ida Sue stu-
dents and adu lts from the workshop at tended 
th is premier event . The Jazz Band featu red 
several different  instrumental soloists, perky 
percussion and a Jazz/ Big Band twist  on 
Chr istmas songs. The Ida Sue students had 
very not iceable react ions to all of the vocal 
and instrumental music and were probably 
pret ty wired for  the rest  of the day. The Cho-
ralat ions were probably the best  vocal group 
in  Wayne County. They presented the “12 
Days of Chr istmas” that  had several funny 
elements incorporated that  absolu tely 
brought the house down. Students and adu lts 
applauded, stomped their  feet , yelled, whis-

t led and everyth ing else. The Choralat ions ended with the men performing a really funny song in-
volving spinning mot ions and very humorous l ines. All the adu lts and students were given a ma-
jor  dose of audio, visual and k inesthetic sensory st imu lat ion. We deeply appreciate the commit-
ment of ou r area h igh schools to br ing such wonderfu l instrumental and vocal music to the popu-
lat ion we serve. We eager ly ant icipate having an encore in  2011.  

RETIREMENT 
Lor i Bu rkhart  began her career at  the Wayne County Board of Developmental Disabil i t ies in  1980 
as the first  fu ll-t ime Nick  Amster Workshop Secretary.  Lor i continued at  the Oldman facili ty unt i l  
moving with the workshop financial department to the offsite workshop locat ion.  Lor i was a l i fe-
long resident  of the Rit tman/ Wadsworth area unt il  moving to Tennessee when her husband was 
t ransferred in  2006.  At  that  t ime the WCBDD offered to have Lori take equ ipment to cont inue her 
job du t ies over the in ternet  in  TN.   Lor i will  ret ire with  30 years of service at  the end of December 
2010.  She has been such an asset  to the program, always going above and beyond! She plans to 
spend t ime with family and t ravel.  Lor i and her husband, Dave, l ive in  Bu rns, TN and she extends 
an invitat ion to anyone t raveling in  that  area to stop by and see her! 
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 At the end of World War II, a newspaper reporter asked Winston Churchill what was the one thing in 
his life that prepared him best for dealing with Hitler.  Churchill replied, “ It was repeating the second grade” .  
The reporter, a little astonished, said “Mr. Churchill, I didn’ t realize you had failed the second grade” .  Chur-
chill responded,”  I’ ve never failed at anything in my life.  I only had the oppor tunity to do it again better the 
second time.”  

 There is and will always be adversity in our lives.  What is important to remember is that there are also 
oppor tunities to be found in all adversity.  The Ida Sue School and Nick Amster Workshop have a solid his-
tory of providing the best possible services with the resources available.  It is also very well known that the 
State of Ohio is currently looking at cutting between 8 and 10 billion dollars in order to balance the budget 
which will be submitted in mid March.  There is no doubt that our organization will experience some sort of 
financial adversity as a result of the cuts being made at the state level.  Our challenge is to seek the oppor tuni-
ties existing within any adversity which may result from these cuts. 

 Regardless of what impact we may have from state financial cuts, the Ida Sue School and Nick Amster 
Workshop will seize the oppor tunity to continue to provide the highest level of services for all eligible indi-
viduals in our Wayne County community. 
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